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This sheet is submitted by Lyle Nyberg, independent historian, March 2020. It corrects my previous continuation sheet. 
 
As noted before, the Boston Equal Suffrage Association for Good Government (BESAGG) was founded in 1901 by Pauline 
Agassiz Shaw, Maud Wood Park, and others. It promoted woman suffrage and other causes. 
 
BESAGG moved its headquarters here, not from 585 Boylston Street, but from 167 Tremont Street. After its earlier 
headquarters at 585 Boylston, BESAGG had moved to 167 Tremont Street, from 1916 through 1918. (The building has 
since been demolished but is documented in MACRIS, BOS.2302.) BESAGG ran the Sunflower Lunch Room there.1 They 
held meetings there.2 BESAGG was listed at 167 Tremont Street (where the YMCA was also located) in the 1916 Boston 
Directory.3 When its lease ran out at the end of 1918, BESAGG moved here to the Little Building at 74-94 Boylston Street.4 
 
BESAGG’s new headquarters were on the fifth floor of the Little Building. The opening of the new headquarters brought 
together hundreds of suffragists, including Alice Stone Blackwell, president of the Massachusetts Woman’s Suffrage 
Association (MWSA), and special guest Judith Winsor Smith, oldest living member of MWSA (at age 97).5 
 
 

Other 
 
(See below) 

                                                           
1 “Sunflower Lunch Room,” ads, The Woman’s Citizen (New York City: Woman Citizen Corporation, October 27, 1917), 422, etc., 

accessed March 13, 2020, https://books.google.com/books?id=YdERAQAAMAAJ&source=gbs_navlinks_s. 
2 Maud Wood Park Papers (Woman's Rights Collection). Suffrage and Women's Rights. Boston Equal Suffrage Association for Good 

Government (BESAGG). Brochures, fliers, notices, etc., n.d. WRC-Pa, folder Pa-104. Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard 

University, accessed March 13, 2020, https://iiif.lib.harvard.edu/manifests/view/drs:467056159$27i, or https://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-

3:RAD.SCHL:39989986?n=27. 
3 Boston Directory for 1916 (Boston: Sampson & Murdock Company, 1916), 309, 

https://archive.org/details/bostonmassachuse1916112samp/page/308/mode/2up. 
4 Search of the Woman’s Journal and Maud Wood Park Papers, including 

http://fts.lib.harvard.edu/fts/search?Q=%22sunflower+lunch+room%22. For example, see BESAGG 1919 report, page 6, Maud Wood 

Park Papers (Woman's Rights Collection). Suffrage and Women's Rights, Boston Equal Suffrage Association for Good Government 

(BESAGG), Reports, 1908-1919, WRC-Pa, folder Pa-95a, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University, 

https://iiif.lib.harvard.edu/manifests/view/drs:467059099$80i, or https://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:RAD.SCHL:39992223?n=80. 
5 “Suffragists Open New Headquarters on Fifth Floor of the Little Building,” clipping (with photo), unknown newspaper, Maud Wood 

Park Papers, WRC #Pa 108, Schlesinger Library; “Boston Suffragists Receive,” Boston Globe, January 15, 1919, 14. 
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BESAGG meeting notice, May 1, probably 1916. 

 

 
 

Excerpt from BESAGG report in 1919, page 6, Maud Wood Park Papers (Woman's Rights Collection), 
Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University. Permission to use Schlesinger Library images is 
understood to be allowed by Harvard Library policy on use of digital reproductions, 
https://osc.hul.harvard.edu/programs/open-initiatives/hl-pd/. 

 
(continued below) 

https://osc.hul.harvard.edu/programs/open-initiatives/hl-pd/
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Clipping, unknown newspaper, Maud Wood Park Papers, WRC #Pa 108, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard 
University 


