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SHOWS GREAT STRENGTH

The big minority votes cast for equal suffrage last
Tuesday show how strong the cause has grown, even in|
the extreme Fast. They are the more remarkable in
view of the fact that this is a year of reaction in pofitics
all along the line.  Four highly conservative Eastern|
States voted on the question at a time when a wave of
conservatism was passing over the country, following the
progressive wave of a few years ago; and even under|
these adverse circumstances the vote polled in favor of
suffrage broke all records.

Especially in New York, the largest and most impor-
tant of the three States voting on the question, the vote|
cast for the sufirage amendment was tremendous. Al
change of 95,000 votes in a total of 1,200,000 would have
brought the Empire State into the suffrage column, and|
would have broken the backbone of the opposition in this|
country for good and all. In Pennsylvania a change of
less than 25,000 votes in a total of 600,000 would have
carried that great State for equal rights. But in every
State the minority vote was so large as to show that the
movement has passed far beyond the stage for contempt.
It is safe to say that the more intelligent among our op-
ponents are at heart much less jubilant than they profes
10 be. In these enormous minority votes polled even in
the farthest Eastern States, they must sce the handwrit-
ing on the wall. They have won a reprieve; that is all
Our victory is postponed; but it is coming.

- A S.B

OVER ALL HANDICAPS

These great minority votes were won in four States

which have a large foreign population, and in which all
the forces that habitually oppose votes for women are|
strongly entrenched—the political machines, the vicious
interests, and “Big Business,” in the bad sense of the term.
“The invisible government” is always and everywhere
st any extension of democracy.
They were won despite the fact that the four States
voting on the question this year were all at the extreme|
other_end of the country from the states where women
already have the ballot—so far away that all sorts
of canards about those States could be circulated and
swallowed. With the exception of Tllinois, all the States
thus far carried for suffrage lie in a solid block, one
bordering upon another.

And, finally these large minority votes were won in|
spite of a campaign in which the opponents put forth
every ounce of their strength, and employed all the
resotrses of money, ingenuity and unscrupulous misfep-
resentation. But, as Lincoln said, “You can deceive some
of the people all of the time, and all of the people some
of the time; but you can't deceive all of the people all of
the time.” The number who canndt be deceived is stead-
ily growing; and in the long run the truth is sure to

i S. B.

MADE SPLENDID CAMPAIGNS

In all the four States that voted on equal suffrage
this fall, the women showed themselves worthy of suc-

cess by the admirable campaigns that they made. “Louis
D. Brandeis said at a public meeting in Boston on Oct.
12: “T doubt if there has ever been carried on in Mass
chusetts—certainly not in my lifetime—a campaign
which, for intelligence and devotion and intensity, sur-
passes the campaign that the women have carried on for|
equal suffrage. Tt should have silenced any doubers as
to their fitness fo vote. Their campaign has been
singularly intelligent, singularly devoted, and singularly
efficient in the highest sense of the term. If, as we all
hope, equal suffrage is granted, it will surely have been|
won by the women of Massachusetts.”

This might have been said with truth of all the cam-|
paign States. In New York, above all, the work was a
marvel of systematic and widespread organization.
Pennsylvania, too, made a wondetful showing. ~ Next
week we expect to have an analysis of the results.

A.S:B.

A SQUARE DEFEAT

In all this year’s campaign States, except perhaps
Pennsylvania, the suffrage amendments were really de-
feated, and not counted ont by fraud. There was some|
fraud, cspecially in New Jersey; but the margin was s0
substantial as to prove that a good deal more educational
work must be done in all these States before they can
carry. 1t will be undertaken at ence with cheerfulness
and’encrgy, and will be carried on until success is at-
tained. AS.B

VICTORY IS ON THE WAY

FEight States have given votes to women within the|
last six years, Before that, during the fourteen years|
from 1896 to 1910, we did not gain a single new Stat
yet we were not discouraged, but kept right on working.
We shall certainly not be discouraged now ‘because a
single year has passed without adding another State to
the list.

It has been the exception when any State wins upon|
the first submission.

In Kansas, the first time a constitutional amendment
for equal suffrage was submitted to the voters, it got|
only 0,100 votes; the second time it got 03,302; the third|
time it got 175,376, and carried.

Tn the State of Washington it was defeated the first|
time by 10,386; the second time by 0,882, and the third
time it carried by 22,623.

In Nebraska the first time-it was snowed under by
almost three to onc. Last year it came so near passing|
that a change of about 5,000 votes in a total of 189,818
would have carried it.

In South Dakota it was defeated in 1910 by 22,520,
and in 1914 by only 11,9145 and the Legislature has
ready voted to resubmit it.

In California and Colorado it was defeated the first
time and carried the second. It Oregon it was defeated|
five times and carried the sixth.

Massachusctts is the eighth State to show an improv-|
ing vote. Tn 1803 only 87,000 Massachusetts men cast|
their ballots for woman suffrage, and it was defeated much|
more than two to one. This year 162,351 men voted for
suffrage, and it was defeated considerably less than twol
to one. Morcover, the proposition in 1805 was for mu-
nicipal woman suffrage only, while this year it was for full

tate suffrage. Municipal suffrage is a lesser matter, and|
has been granted by a score of countries and provinces|
before they were ready to give women the full ballot.
Yet the vote cast in Massachusets this week for thel
whole loaf was better, both actually and proportionally,
than the vote cast for the half loaf twenty years ago.
Public sentiment moves more slowly in the East than at
the West, but everywhere it is moving in the same di-
rection

s:

A CHEERER

The day ater the vote was taken on woman suffrage,
a friend (who did not authorize the publication of her
name) sent the editor of The Woman’s Journal a check
for a thousand dollars, as an encotiragerhent to keep on
with the work. Thousands of women with less wealth are
animated by the same spirit. Woman suffrage may be,
“snowed under” any number of times, but it always comes
up again, fresh and blooming, like the flowers in spring.

VERY LITTLE APATHY

In the “ins forccasts published in advance by
the opponents of equal suffrage, it was asserted that,
among the voters at large there was much apathy on the
subject, that the men showed little interest, etc.
election day the interest in woman suffrage overshadowed
everthing else. In New Jersey, according to the press
reports, the “bosses,” alarmed by the strength that suffrage
was developing, passed the word along to all their hench-

od”

men to hustle with their utmost energy, “as if for a
presidential election,” and the same was done in other

On|

1

States. In Massachusetts, the oponents boasted in the
press that the Men’s Anti-Suffrage Committee had formed
throughout the State one of the most complete organi-
zations ever effected for any purpose, to work against the
amendment at the polls.

In Dickens’s “Tale of Two Cities,” a peasant boy
follows a profligate nobleman who has carried off his
sister, and forces him to fight, although aristocratic tra-
ditions forbid him to cross swords with a plebeian, There
is & great scenc in which the hoy, mortally wounded by
the ravisher, gathers his last strength to cry, “Let him
break into as many picces as he will the sword that he
stained with my common blood, he drew to defend him-
seli—thrust at me with all his skill, for his life!” And he
foretells the timeawhen the rising tide of revolution will
sweep away the power of the nobles, and when his slayer
will have to answer for his crime. Later the wicked noble-
man’s house goes up in flame. Even so the claborate
house of lies reared by the opposition to equal suffrage—
the true heir to all the aristocracies and tyrannies of the
past—will some day go up in the flame of aroused public
intelligence and indignation. A.S.B.

WHAT TO DO NEXT?

Tn the States where woman suffrage has just been
temporarily kriocked out, there are thousands of women
all on fire with zeal for the cause, asking what to do next?
There are three things to do:

1. Let.us immediately start ig to send all possible
help, in money, literature, etc, to the three States which
will vote on this question next year—Iowa, South Dakota
and West Virginia. Towa votes next June, so the time
is short. Tt would be well for every local suffrage club
to give an entertainment or take up a collection for this
purpose.

Let us urge our congressmen to vote for the sub-
mission of the nation-wide suffrage amendment

3. Let us petition our State Legislatures for some
form of partial suffrage, such as can be granted by act of
Legislature. Men are much more willing to give women
the full ballot after they have had a chance to see the

cal workings of municipal wornan and

ks e e gained both municipal and presiden-

tial suffrage, as in Tllinois, opposition almost disappears.
ASB

suffrag

The minority votes for suffrage this year were for
le not only in numbers but in quality. To a re
markable extent they included the flower of the m
eminent for intelligence and public service, from President
Wilson and Thomas A.

dison down
Mrs. Mary A. Livermore was orice asked why Massa
chusetts has been so slow in its progress toward woman

| suffrage, as compared with the West, although so much

effort has been expended here. She answered: “Massa
chusetts is like a great pan of that has been
skimmed, and skimmed, and skimmed, over and over
a Tor fifty years our most orogressive. people have
been going west, and their places have been filled up by
wave after wave of immigration from Europe.” This is
one reason why Massachusetts, locked upon as radical in
the anti-slavery days, is now in many respects an ultra
conservative State, not only on suffrage but on other
questions.

FIRST EASTERN STATE

Many newspapers are speaking of New Jersey as
the first Eastern State to submit a constitutional amend-
ment for woman sufirage to the voters. Rhode Island
was the first, in 1887, At that time suffrage was snowed
under, more than three to one. None of the States vot
ing upon the question in recent years have given any
thing like so large a proportion of adverse votes.
frage sentiment is growing, even in the conservative East

SCRIMPING ON SCHOOLS

A prominent public school principat of-New York City
draws a pointed argument for equal suffrage from the re.
port of the U. S. Commissioner of Education for 1914
“Every suffrage State spent more on education than the
average for the United States. Al but one spent ten per
cent, more of their total budget than did New York State.
New York allows sixty-nine children of school age to each
qualified teacher and merchants complain that
our ‘product,’ as they put it, is not up to standard. So long,
s you herd children ogether in such numbers that child-
ish activity and childish curiosity must be suppressed; in a
word, so long as you treat children as a ‘product’ to be
standardized, that product will be below the standard re-
quired by the business man. He wants an alert employee,
full of the very qualities that the herding process destroys.”

Tt is a wrong not only to the women, but still more to
the community, that mothersand teachers have o vote on
school appropriations.
spending more in the long run,—on hospitals and jails.

AS.B,
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To economize on the schools means





